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HE eommandant of Fort Matthiss
Pushkin stood on the battlements,
g woannin the horizon anxiommly.
Away off to the eant, where the grea
Siberian plain met Lthe sky, outli
against the blue as they mov upon
the top of a little rise, could be seen a stran
pr of huge hemispherical objpects, toil-
mf wlong like a train of motater turtles.

L was 8 borde of the Bashltird Tartars,
wilth their traveling house-tents, and sithough
they were mi away, the groanin
pcreaming of the ungrased wooden axles of
the countless wheels of the tentcarnages,
borne on s gentle wind could be heard at
the fort,

Boores of horses tugged at each great tent-
carringe, clouds of horsomen hovered about
the flanks of the caravan and an hmmense
berd of hores followed in the rear,

Ivan, the courwer of ()rmhurg. had been
pight.  The RBashkird Tartars had revolted
against the Humsian rule and were coming to
attack Fort Mutthins Pushkin. =

Angered at what they covakdered excessive
demands for tribute, the Hashkirds had mut-
tored against the Russians for a long time
but none of the gorriron of the fort ha
dresmeid that they would revolt.

The Governor of the province had placed
wich great trust in their allegiance, that com.
pany nfter company of the three menta
which once formed the garrison of Matthine
Puslikin had beon withdrawn, until enly four
cotapinies remained—baroly enough to man
the three ex aiden of the fort, for the
southerp wall needed no defenders, abutting
upon the top of a sery high, inaccesmble
sandstang bluff, that rose directly from the
bith of the river, now almost dry in the heat
of summer, but a swollen torrent in winter,

Major Podonoff, the ¢ dant, ordered
the nssembly to be sounded, and gove his
directions to the soldiers for their stations
during the night. Fvery one commenced mak
ing preparations for the conflict, which few
hn‘i;e\'nl would take place, yet which might
tnke place within a few liours. 4

The field-piccen of the fort wern placed in
the embramires, boxes of ammunition were
opened and oartridges  distributed, muskets
eleaned and put in order, ond, as the lost
rays of the wun, wsinking behind the dark
manses of the distant Ural mountaine, gleam-
ed upon the whining helmet of t statug of
a solidter that steod in the centre of the par-
aide ground, all was in readiness

Back in the foothills of the mountaine
three yonrs before, some masses of tin had
[ .{‘nmuvrlud_ and forthwithi costly sppli
ances were brought to  the outof the-way
plave and great swhafla wore sun

Yrom the firmt tin taken out of the mine, u
life-eize siatue of o woldier wis cast and wet
up in the parade ground of the for,

fleyond the tin frat dsoovered and that
which had entersd into the composition of
the soldier, none was ever found in  the
mine. The workmen returned to Russia and
the machinery rotted and rusted away.
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Major Podonofl did not apyp
verely llﬂll!rlr in art, andd by his
wiatue hnd been painted-—-all exce i
mel; but the soldiers naw in this lgure, with
its bright blue coat and row of gilt buttons,
ita gray trousers and white bcft, its _pink
faco and staring black eyes,
of their fatherland, and
“Fhe a sold al guard, His
e tin soldier was always on i

face waa always turned toward the ilﬂ tm
quarter of dinger: and, whether it aufu

n vast Chineso army—the vanguard of
kwarming willions which the mysterious em-
pire of the Orient threatened to some dsy
wend l1:l|l.lt its Russian neighbors—his eyes
would the first to eee them,

_ The saldiers ufu::nllu-d about him, stand-
m1 wturdily there, slaring steadily and boldly
before him, and, little by litilo, esme -t re-
ard him an a tecting us, and half
heliewed that in the event of danger be would
step down from  his al and fight side
by slde with them

When might had fullen, scouts were sent
out into the plain to bring word of the fist
movement of attack. ')‘\‘I ten o'clogk the
wcouls returned, and reporied that the Tartar
troopa were moving toward the fort in dead
e g bled b

The garrison was assembled, and the men
told ulfn!u their places. When the troops
were all on the ramparts, Hneor Podonof
dulermined Lo nee if he could make the enem;
holrn{ their whereabouts by sending a she
mtﬁ heir mi -I.!. b

~ Ha was standing the largest howitser
im the fort, lanyard {n hand, ready to fire
the picce as moon wa Corporal Andrew Biel-
wky should finish sighting it in the supposed
direction of the m-.-t:!, when the ols ord:
nance sergeant touched him on the arm.

“Muadam Podonoff desires you to send a
soldier to stand goard in the ballway, She
is afraid to be alone there with her two little
girls and tho little Alexin™

“What can she be afruid of?" malied the
major, testily. "The house in on the edgo of
the bluff, and there can be no attack on that
HSlde. The house will only be renched when
the garrison has been defeated here, and in
that case wll will Bo lost, and it will make no
difference whether there be obe or ten sol-
diers on guard in the hallway, Bue will be
lest s by having every man here—
and every man in needed liere, 100"

“8he would 1ike Andrew Bielahy to be the
guard. Hhe knows him to be a trosty man.”

“Diclsky-—our  lLest cannoncer? He |
needed  liore, os well as overy ollier man.
Alexia i Lenn years old, Uive ﬁlln o musket,
ond lot him stand guard. The tin soldier s
the only soldier of the garron of Matthias
Pushlin who in nol on the ramparts. Take
im0 be a guard for Madam Podonoff."

Boom! went the howitser The whell bur-
tled through the sir and burst, but no sound
of Tartur shrieks or shoutn followed ita ex-
plosion, ;

"I wonder if the major waa in enrnest
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when be told me to put the tin soldier in
Iaul[wa(eln be a guard for Madam
naid the, ordnpnde sergeant to himwell,
will obey him, at any rate, for

ion in that Ty

the military spirit and t|
ul:lre‘need”it

and & horde of nomad Tartars in petty revolt, or Y r

ng W
overcouk that b
Sbe had no th
wld}nl‘, and went back to ber room
1

o -
In the parloresat Alexis Podonofl,
1t wen lous Db Tie weel Bedtime, DUt op
cn!iunl in u!mu::iI the fears of the & ittle
n, his mother had fo tun_hi.ﬁ,d:'l:, boy-
ike, e never went to until to
The firing of the cannon Hnm disturbed
) “"‘:."'1»'."&"3.‘.':,“""..'1"" Wt had. placed
rea w
th-'?rn méior in the hall, for m m
the mary: story of another : !
hnying selected the story, om mri‘tud s
titl, from a volume of Hans Ch Au-
¢ iry tales that had been presentod

re.

At lgst he finished the story and leanod
back 1 hilgehlil'. The o husdd
ll was silent

consed some time before,
in_the fort, . .

He heard o slight rostling sound in the
next room, mnd, opening the door, discovered
the Tartar maid-servant, K hauling
from a closet a ropeladder, which wes one
of his most cheriabiod

The l}‘udonul{ ho::e ! . a
space that was mada by remov rt
J:\- wouthern wall of the fort, %‘n.u"hom
completely filled the -I;r-o od

o 1 the

et of the wall, 17
L.mrm- extended to the top of the blulf. 1
fustening Lhe rope ladder to the pisza rl.i.{'
ing, Alexia was enablad to descend to the
river-for a bath, or to fish, while to reach the
viver in any other way required & wmile or
m“l{f\‘l ] d th lad
“What are you doing with my ro .
der? msked Alexin, angrily. Wy g
“I—1 was going lo ue it for & clothes
line,"” stammered the Tartar girl
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